BN www.carersuk.org

Carers UK has brought the
message of ‘think global, act
local’ to its logical internet
home and introduced asetof
regionalised microsites for
England, Northern Ireland,
Scotland and Wales, with a
Welsh version of the latter.
The charity provides sup-
port for the 6 million people
in the UK who care for
family.partnersor friends—a
network equivalent to £57bn
worth of care. It says the site
will boost its campaigns and
links with the community,
Using technology from web
firm Jamkit, the sites share
some content but allow cach
nation te offer content tai-
lored totheiraudiences.

Main pages
The home page hasclear links
toNorthern [reland, Scotland
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and Wales on the lefi-hand
side, and each destination
produces a fresh page with
clearly localised information,
though with a common look
and feel. The Welsh site
appears in English first, but is
casytotransformintoWelsh.

We tested the site by
typing in ‘Birmingham’, and
were pleased 10 see the

search engine retum rele-
vant West Midlandsinforma-
tion. There's also good sup-
paort for accessible options on
the search page, but this isn't
as well signposted on the
main pages asit might be,

Special features
Phase one of the project
focused on the main content

of the site, which is aimed at |
carers, professionals work- |
ing with carers, media and |
policy-makers. Phase two, |
says the charity, will add |
interactive functions such as |
discussion forums. '

Carers UK says

“Assoon asourwebsiteswenl
live, the level of interaction
withcarersrocketed, with vis-
itors signing up in unprece-
dented numbers to our cam-
paigns and newsletiers We
have already planned for new
features, such as online dona-
tons.tobe added tothesite.”
Site Visit is by technology
wriler Gary Flood




